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CALENDAR


Nov 2, Puppy
Party, Plymouth,
10:00



Nov 20, General
Meeting, 6:30



Dec 8, Christmas
Party,
Fiddletown, 2:00



Dec 14, Christmas
Walk, 3:00



Jan 11, Burns
Supper, Amador
City



Jan 15, Installation
and Potluck
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I would like to extend our sincere sympathy to Cheryl
McNaughtan-Sinaguglia, Heather McNaughtan-Waters, and
Stuart and Beth McNaughtan. Joe Sinaguglia, husband to Cheri
and brother-in-law to Heather, Stuart and Beth, passed away
on September 30. Please remember them during this difficult
time.
September has come and September has gone, we are in the last quarter of the year. The
nominating committee is busy gathering names of nominees for ALL offices. I would like
to thank the nominating committee for their commitment and hard work. They will give
their report at the October 16 meeting, and ballots will be mailed at a later date. I would
like to add that it isn’t too late to toss your name in the hat for consideration of an
office. So, please mark your calendars for this meeting, the last business meeting of the
year. As always, the meeting is held at the Jackson Senior Center and begins with a potluck at 6:30p.m. Reminder, due to Thanksgiving we will not have a meeting in November.
With the end of the Games season, the Decompression Campout was held the weekend
of October 4 at Sugar Barge RV Resort on Bethel Island. And a grand time it was. Lots of
good food, camaraderie, and relaxation.
A Puppy Party will be held in Plymouth on November 2. There has been some confusion
about the date that was caused by the itty bitty keys on a cellphone. The date IS
November 2 at 10a.m. in Plymouth. Those attending will be given the address and
directions via email. This is a working sheep ranch with working Border Collies. Some of
these dogs travel the world and are also show dogs demonstrating their skill, ability, and
agility. You will get to see and learn first hand the training and what it takes for a Border
Collie to become a working dog on the farm. Please contact me at
Chief@motherlodescots.com if you plan to attend. This is open to all, not just to MLS
members.
The annual Christmas Party will be held at our home, but we had to change the date
from December 7 to Sunday, December 8 at 2:00p.m.
The Candlelight Christmas Walk will be held in Volcano on December 14.This is an
event that is well worth attending. We ask members to bring soup, stew, and bread.
Remember electrical power inside the armory is limited, as we tripped the circuit breakers on a number of occasions last year. So please, bring your soup and stew as hot
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as possible wrapped in a towel or other type of warmer.
It is not too early to make your reservations for the Burns Supper, please go online to
www.motherlodescots.com. This year’s event will be held at the Imperial Hotel. You are more than welcome to
bring appetizers, please let me know if you intend to bring an appetizer so I can inform the restaurant. Arrival
time is 6:30p.m. with a no host bar. For those who are coming from out of town, MLS has made arrangements
for special room rates at the Imperial. DO NOT make your dinner or room reservations online at the Imperial
Hotel website. For dinner reservations please go to the Mother Lode Scots website. For room reservations
please call Mary Ann at (209) 267-9172, and let her know that you are with the MLS. The hotel has 12 rooms,
which for the 1850s was a great number of rooms.

Yours Aye,
Marilyn, Chief

October Birthday Celebrations
Jim Sinclair, Oct 1
Lois McDaniel, Oct 6
Nona Boyd, Oct 7
Marilyn McDanel, Oct 8
Mary Beth McDanel, Oct 9
Carl McDanel, Oct 15
Carol Addy, Oct 19
Sherry Oliphant, Oct 21
October Anniversary Celebrations
Cheryl and Wade Hurst, Oct 6
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N o t e s

I am excited to announce that we have a new contributor to Wee Tidings. Her name is Jeanette
Harvey, a resident of Glen Aplin, Queensland, Australia. She is a novelist and has written Sisters of the
Bruce, which follows the Scottish War of Independence through the eyes of Robert the Bruce and his
five sisters. In addition to being a novelist, she continues to write essays and articles about Robert
and his family.
She is planning to attend the festivities in Stirling in 2014 to celebrate the occasion of the 700th
Anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn and will be writing extensively and sharing her experiences
with us.
For more information about Ms. Harvey and the Bruce’s, please check her blog:
http://sistersofthebruce.wordpress.com/.
We welcome her into our family and hope she enjoys contributing to our newsletter.
Remember, we still have many activities in November and December that should be fun for the
whole family. Hope to see everyone at these events, and have a great Halloween!
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Kaila Orion Editing Services
Nancy Gray, Writer/Editor
1538 St. Charles #16
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-1601 (home)
(510) 541-1601 (cell)
Kailaorion@aol.com
Designing brochures, writing/editing newsletters and ads,
and editing academic papers using APA and Chicago Style
Publication Manuals

Please support our club, our sponsors, and our members. Contact Stuart for details if
interested in advertising in the Wee Tidings or on our website.
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The Guest Contributor’s Column:
Robert the Bruce—Hero or Villain
By Jeanette Harvey
As a novelist, I love to speculate on the driving force behind a character’s actions, to imagine the
joys and sorrows, the gnawing fear and towering aspirations. I’m not an historian, but many facts
about Robert the Bruce are well-known and therefore open to discussion and debate; his actions
are best measured, not against our values and beliefs, but within the rich context of his time.
Let’s drive ahead first into the muddy waters of betrayal! So often the memory of The Bruce is
sullied by claims that he was a wily betrayer-of King John Balliol; William Wallace; the Scots’
nation; the murdered John Comyn, the Red. And let’s not forget, Robert’s second wife, Elizabeth
de burgh, and the fact that he had a least one mistress, who bore him children, during Elizabeth’s
eight years of imprisonment. Other crimes leveled against him include the savage treatment of his
enemies– the brutal harrowing of Comyn lands and people in Galloway and in the northeast—and
the ill-fated invasion of Ireland.
Was Robert the Bruce a selfish, murdering fiend who cared for nought but himself and the aggrandizement of his family’s interests? The answer comes as a resounding ‘Yes!’ on the part of his critics. But let’s take a step backwards and reflect, in a summary of sorts, on the context of Robert’s
life and his character and see where that takes us. In a roundabout way, in time, it will lead us to
his family, for his decisions catapulted them into danger. No doubt they, too, cursed him when
their spirits were raw.




Robert the Bruce was truly a flawed hero: the best kind from a literary point of view. He
was a living, breathing man who had to out-manoeuver his enemies– not least the great
Edward I and all the might and power of the English, as well as his enemies amongst the
Scots—with few resources but his wits and an indomitable band of loyal supporters. His
choices were simple, despite their innate complexity. ‘Adapt or Perish’ might have been
his motto. His courage and persistence have never been doubted.
Medieval Scotland was not the country it is today. Back then, the nation was in a state of
flux, fractured by competing interests and beliefs. The ‘Celtic highlands versus the AngloNorman’ faction is much too simple a dichotomy- ‘the ragged poor versus the rich and
indulgent nobles’, too shallow for these reflect our one-dimensional perspective of hindsight. Suffice to say, The Bruce was critical in propelling Scotland forward towards its
current sense of identify. If William Wallace was Scotland’s conscience, then Robert the
Bruce was its grit and determination; some might even say its heart and soul.
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Robert remained under extreme pressure with the deaths of three of his brothers; his
womenfolk incarcerated for eight long years; the loss of lands and title, home and
hearth, and most important of all, his health. Sympathy tilted his way. In true JudeoChristian tradition, Robert was punished cruelly for his ‘so-called’ misdemeanors. And
his detractors cheered!
On balance, it would seem The Bruce grew into his kinghood, much as a youth grows
into his manhood. He believed in the concept of Scotland’s community of the realm-an
unusual stance for a feudal lord-and brought the great English army to its knees on the
battlefield of Bannockburn in 1314. Perhaps most critical of all, he sought to incorporate
those scots, hostile to his cause, into his vision of a united independent Scotland, and
evidence this by marrying his younger sister, Mathilda, to the son of one of his gravest
enemies, the Earl of Ross: the man who, eight years earlier, had delivered Robert’s older
sisters, his wife and daughter into the lethal hands of the Hammer of The Scots.
And then the epiphany, Robert metamorphosed into ‘Good King Robert I of Scotland’
during his solid reign of twenty three years when he brought Scotland from its
oppressed state, via a second war with England, to freedom from physical, political,
economic and social chaos. No mean feat, but his detractors put this down to
storytellers of the day paid to ‘spin’ out the bad and replace it with good.

Amidst this medieval morality tale, who was the real Robert the Bruce? You, the reader, must
reach your own conclusions.
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The Mother Lode Scots were well represented at the 21st annual Fiddlers Jam in Fiddletown on
September 21. This community event is where fiddlers of all ages come together and celebrate
Fiddletown’s namesake. First of all, a very special thank you goes out to the members who came
bearing baked goods and whom despite dodging sporadic downpours and thunder, helped MLS make
over $200. Event visitors were very thankful for hot coffee and of course it must be accompanied by
brownies, cookies, and scones. There is something about hearing the sounds of fiddles in the rain.
Fiddletown, located in Amador County, was an important trading center for many of the areas mines
and farms. Legend goes the town was named by early settlers from Missouri who fiddled during the
down times when the water was too low in the creeks for mining. So you can say music is in the
DNA of its residents.
At its peak, Fiddletown had around 2,000 residents, nearly half Chinese, and had grown to include:
15-20 shops, 4 hotels, 4 taverns, 2-3 restaurants, dance halls, a church, post office, school, and even
public baths. Quite civilized for the time period! The current 235 residents (of which 60% are of
Irish, Scottish, or Welsh descent) are proud of the Gold Rush charm Main Street still holds.
I look forward to seeing more of you at next year’s Fiddlers Jam (rain is rare) and at more Mother
Lode Scots events in the near future.
-Your Secretary, Martina Maire McKenzie
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Decompression
Campout
Sugar Barge Resort
Bethel Island

Frank tried to toss it over the tree branch.
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Some people will just do anything to go
camping!
So did Carl.
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www.motherlodescots.com
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Marilyn McDanel

Vice Chief

Chief@motherlodescots.com
Vice_Chief@motherlodescots.com

Secretary

Martina McKenzie

Treasurer

Stuart McNaughtan Treasurer@motherlodescots.com

Sgt. At Arms & Club Piper

Bob Edmiston

SgtAtArms@motherlodescots.com

Editor Wee Tidings

Nancy Gray

Editor@motherlodescots.com

Webmaster

Marilyn McDanel

Webmaster@motherlodescots.com

Membership Committee

Every Member - bring a friend

Mother Lode Scots
P. O. Box 45
Pine Grove, CA 95665
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