Volume 16, Issue 6

July 2012

Wee Tidings
M

O

T

H

E

R

L

O

D

E

S

C

O

T

S

’

P

U

B

L

I

C

A

T

I

O

N

Calendar

C h i e f ’ s

August 4- 6:30, Celtic Cowboy Campfire, Red Mule
Ranch
August 15 - 6:30 General
Meeting
August 31-September 2 Pleasanton Games, Social,
September 1, 2:00
September 15- Fiddletown
Jam
October 5-7- Decompression Campout
October 17– 6:30 General
Meeting
November 11- Veterans
Day Parade
November 14–6:30 General
Meeting
December 8—Christmas
Walk
December 15– Christmas
Party

Summer has finally arrived, and I trust everyone is taking full advantage of the warmer,
sunnier days. Our
event for June was a
picnic at the Deader
Winery in the Shenandoah Valley. Kudos to
Carl and Marilyn for
arranging for us to
gather at such a beautiful location. The
weather cooperated –
just warm enough with
a gentle cooling
breeze. We set up
our tents and our tables on the grass near
the lake, relaxed, vis-

ited, and enjoyed good
food and music. We
welcomed a new member, Gary Stevenson,
and courted a possible
new member and her
friend. We also tasted
some wonderful wines,
and spent a few dollars
in the gift shop. If you
missed the picnic, mark
your calendars for our
August event, the
Celtic Cowboy Campfire at Scofield's Red
Mule Ranch in Fiddletown. Paulette and I
attended last year and
had a wonderful evening checking out the
vintage wagons, enjoying a fabulous meal, and
delighting in the
musical renderings of
the Gillette Brothers. Bring your family

C o r n e r

and your friends. Wear
your kilts, your cowboy
hats, and your boots.
This could be the most
fun you will have all
summer.
And not to rush the
summer, but it's not
too early to start thinking about and making
your reservation for
the Decompression
Campout the first
weekend in October. We had such a
good time at Lake
Amador last year that
we decided to return
this year. This is a
beautiful spot where
you can hike, fish, bike,
play, or just relax. The
food will again be
coordinated by Past
Chief and Chef Kevin
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Fraser. And the evening campfires will be
filled with music provided by all of our talented members. And
please mark your calendar for our next meeting at the Senior Center on August 15. We
have a special evening
planned.

W e e

new land looking for
religious freedom.
….And speaking of
birthdays, I’m having a
hard time believing that
I will turn 70(!) on the
7th.
Jack Magee, Chief

Hope you all are able
to celebrate our nation’s birthday in style.
Never take for granted
the sacrifices made by
those who left their
homes to settle in this
presentation on early Scots’
migration. It should prove to
be very informative.
Our annual picnic at the
Deaver Vineyards was held
in a beautiful setting, and
those who attended really
enjoyed the day. We met
two of our newest members, Martina McKenzie and
Gary Stevenson. Our chefs
for the day, Carl McDanel
and Randy Short, did themselves well. The various salads, snacks, desserts, and
breads were wonderfully
delicious. The general consensus is that we return to
Deaver Vineyards next year.
I heartily concur!
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Hello to all you wonderful
Scots!
I hope you’ve been enjoying the articles from the
Clan MacNachtan newsletter “The Red Banner.” The
editors were kind enough
to give us permission to
reprint the articles in the
“Wee Tidings.” I’ve tried to
choose articles that have a
general appeal, and not just
articles that interest Clan
MacNaughton.
We’ve had several great
ideas about sprucing up the
MLS tents for the games,
but I would like more input about your preferences

There is NO meeting in July,
as most people are taking
vacations, so we will have a
“dark” month. As a matter
of fact, Beth and I will be
taking our annual camping
trip up into the Sierra’s. It’s
pretty remote country but
strikingly beautiful. It’s just
the mountains, the lake, and
you. If you don’t bring it
with you, you better be able
to do without! There’s nothing around and a 3 hour
round-trip to town for supplies.
This year’s final four events
(other than our meetings) include:
September 1-2-San Francisco

Caledonian Club’s Games in
Pleasanton.
October 5-7 – The MLS Annual Decompression Campout.
December 8 – The MLS
Christmas Walk in Volcano.
December 15 – The Annual
Christmas Party.
It’s a grand time of the year!
Each month I remind members that we have a marvelous collection of books on
Scotland and its culture in
the MLS library. I am amazed
that so few borrow from the
library. So please TAKE A
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and your promotion ideas,
besides the MLS itself. Send
those ideas to me by email
(stuart@volcano.net ) as
we are acquiring the materials for the tent(s). As I
said, many great ideas were
put forth at the May meeting. We’ve also allocated an
amount to start this
refurbishing endeavor!!!
The next regular meeting is
August 15 at 6:30 pm at the
Amador Senior Center in
Jackson. It starts with a
potluck, as always, followed by a business meeting; then Paulette Magee
will give a short
LOOK AT THE LIBRARY
LIST, YOU’LL FIND MANY
GREAT BOOKS!! Just go
online to view the different
selections. Inform me If a
book strikes your fancy, and
I will bring it to the next
meeting or event! Go to the
MLS web site, click on Members/Publication/Library.
Don’t forget about the Monterey Scottish Games on July
7-8. For information go to:
www.montereyscotgames.com.

See you at the August 15
meeting! Yours Aye, agus
slainte mhor!
Stuart McNaughtan, VC/T
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N a n c y ’ s
hospitalized. This page is
located in the Members’
Section, with additional information on the front page
in the “In the News” column. This is a great tool to
use to keep up with the
members and any needs that
may occur.

The Dells of the Wisconsin River,
Wisconsin Dells, WI.

Sean and I will be making our
biannual trip to Illinois in July
to spend several weeks with
my mother and my sister. In
addition, we will visit cousins,
and Sean and I will attend a
Cubs and a Sox game in Chicago. Our big side trip will be
to Northern Wisconsin and
to Lake Superior. I spent my
teenage years vacationing in
the “Land of Sky Blue Waters,” so I am looking

forward to getting reacquainted with the area. I
know July is a vacation
month for many of our members, so I hope everyone has
safe journeys and grand
times.
Now to MLS related business: Marilyn has asked me
to remind all of our members to check the website for
a page that is devoted to
members who are ill and/or

Since this is our patriotic
issue, I thought I would present a pictorial tribute to
America featuring photographs that were taken by
my cousin Laura Crockatt
and me during our various
ventures around the country. ** Laura has graciously
consented to having her photos
used, but requests that none of
them be reproduced, copied, or
used without her permission.**
I hope everyone enjoys the
spread. Please feel free to

July
Birthdays:
Jack Magee, July 7
Ruth Sinclair, July 8
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submit any photos that you
have taken on your trips, as
I would like to include those
in next year’s patriotic issue.
Malcolm Carden is this
month’s guest contributor.
He submitted some photos
that he took in Scotland, and
wanted to include them as
an addendum to last month’s
topic about the Picts. Thank
you, Malcolm! And thanks
also go to Marilyn for the
picnic photos.
I look forward to seeing
everyone in Pleasanton.
Have a Great and Safe Fourth of
July!
Nancy

Celebrations
Anniversaries:
Karen & Hugh Allen, July 23
New Members:

Sharon Showalter, July 10

Gary Stevenson, Elk Grove, CA

Darlene Robertson, July 10

Cheryl Upchurch, Sacramento, CA

Martina Marie McKenzie, July 18
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Swans, Suburban Chicago

The Mississippi River, Illinois/Iowa

Sunset in the Gulf of Mexico, FL

Marin County, CA

Chicago skyline at night

A whale frolics off the Hawaiian Coast
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The Presidio and the Golden Gate Bridge

Sunset over the farm, Northern Illinois

Wisconsin Dells, WI

Sunset over Mt. Diablo

Foxes romp at Starved Rock State Park, IL

Mission San Juan Batista, CA
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Buffalo, Yellowstone National Park, WY
An American Bald Eagle glides over the Rock River, Northern Illinois
(note the statue of the American Indian in the upper right hand of
photo)

Grand Canyon, AZ

A lone buck surveys a foggy fall day in Suburban Chicago

The Bridges of Madison County, IA
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an
interesting sentence or quote from the story
here.”

This story can fit 100-150
words.
The subject matter that appears in newsletters is virtually endless. You can include
stories that focus on current
technologies or innovations in
your field.
You may also want to note
business or economic trends,
or make predictions for your
customers or clients.

Kaila Orion Editing
Nancy Gray, Writer/Editor
1538 St. Charles #16
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-1601 (home)
(510) 541-1601 (cell)
Kailaorion@aol.com
APA and Chicago Style Publication Manuals

Please support our club, our sponsors, and our
members. Contact Stuart for details if interested
in advertising in the “Wee Tidings” or on our
website.
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Celtic Cowboy Campfire
August 4, 6:30
Red Mule Ranch
Wear your kilts, your cowboy hats, and your boots and have a
great evening at the Red Mule Ranch.To make your reservations go to http://www.scofieldscowboycampfire.com/, and tell
them that the Mother Lode Scots sent you when you register!

Left to right: Larry Oliphant, Ron Scofield, Wade Hurst, and Carl McDanel
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G u e s t C o n t r i b u t o r ’s
C o l u m n

P i c t i s h
P h o t o s

b y

C a r v e d

S t o n e s

M a l c o l m

C a r d e n

Editor’s Note: After the article about the Picts in last month’s issue, Malcolm sent me some
photos that he had taken of Pictish carved stones during a visit to a museum in Meigle, just
west of Blairgowrie, in Perthshire, Scotland. These photos depict stones that date to the 6-8th
centuries AD, and often have Christian symbols on one side and pagan symbols on the other.
They were found buried in and around Meigle. For more information, and the article about the
museum and the stones, go to http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/meigle/meiglestones/
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2012 Modesto Games

1 0

P a g e

1 1

W e e

MLS Picnic, Deaver Vineyards
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www.motherlodescots.com
Chief

Jack Magee

Chief@motherlodescots.com

Vice Chief

Stuart McNaughtan

Vice_Chief@motherlodescots.com

Secretary

Paulette Magee

Secretary@motherlodescots.com

Treasurer

Stuart McNaughtan
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Membership Committee

Every Member - bring a friend
or relative to each event!

Mother Lode Scots
P. O. Box 45
Pine Grove, CA 95665

