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March 9-11- Sonora Celtic

Wee Tidings

Faire, March 10-Social-2:00
April 15 - Kirkin’ ’o the
Tartan, Jackson United
Methodist Church, - 9:30
April 27-29 - Woodland
Games
V O L U M E
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May 16 - 6:30 General Meeting
June 2 - Modesto Games

Words from the Chief

June 9 - MLS Picnic, Deaver
Winery
August 15 - 6:30 General
Meeting

As we leave February behind and enter March our thoughts are
filled with the color green...shamrocks for our brothers, the
Irish...the new growth that accompanies Spring...the dollar bills that will pad our
operating account as membership dues come in.

August 31-September 2 Pleasanton Games
September 15- Fiddletown
Jam
October 5-7- Decompression Campout
October 17– 6:30 General
Meeting
November 11- Veterans
Day Parade
November 14–6:30 General
Meeting
December 8– Christmas
Walk
December 15-Christmas
Party

As we anticipate celebrating St. Patrick's Day with its green beer and corned beef
and cabbage, let us not forget to include a day at the Sonora Celtic Faire the weekend of March 9th, 10th, and 11th. Our winter being as mild as it has been, we are
expecting the 'luck of the Irish' will come through with pleasant weather. Stuart,
Beth, Paulette and myself will be there early Saturday morning to set up our clan
tent. And we hope to see many of you at our social hour at 2pm on that
day. This year, thanks to the generosity of Sharon Showalter, we have a very beautiful jewelry box to raffle; and you need not be present to win! Come for one day
or three...stay the day or just a few hours...you will be notified if you are the lucky
winner. But the real winner is our club and our scholarship fund that benefits from
the purchase of a raffle ticket. But we need one more thing from our membership...your help manning the clan tent. Stuart and Beth are very generous with
their time storing, hauling, setting up, manning, and breaking down the tent. But
they, too, would like to enjoy the music, vendors, living history, jousting,
etc . They would really appreciate your help for an hour or two so they can step
away. Please contact Stuart so he can put you on the schedule. Everyone needs
to sit for a while to rest. Why not sit in the shade, snack on some faire food, and
enjoy the antics of the crowd and street performers while talking with passer-bys,
signing up new members, and selling raffle tickets?
And did I mention new growth? Spring brings with it beautiful flowers. And do we
not honor our deceased members in our 'Flowers of the Forest' articles? How
better to honor these past members than by bringing in new buds that will flower
into active members? One flower alone is indeed beautiful. But a brightly colored
bouquet is a joy to behold. Our little club will be so much more colorful with the
contributions and participation of many. We need your ideas and presence at our
meetings and events. So please mark your calendars and show up at the Sonora
Celtic Faire, the Kirkin on April 15th, the Woodland Games on April 28th and
Cont on pg 2…….
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Vice Chief’s Message

29th, and most especially our potluck
meeting on May 16th when we will
plan our June picnic at the Deaver
Vineyards.
The green dollars? That's my subtle
reminder to send in your dues if you
haven't already done so. It is your
dues that make possible our
events...clan tent space at the games,
meeting room rental, paper goods
and the like for potlucks, Christmas
walks, and other gatherings,
insurance, stipend to the church and
cake for our Kirkin, hall rental for
the Christmas Walk, and so on.

Hello to all!
I started off last month‟s message with a reminder of your MLS dues
being DUE. So here it is again…send those dues in NOW! Support
your organization and…get them in, get them in, get them in!!!
We are still looking for meeting programs from you folks so think
hard about your suggestions as to what topics you would like covered. Again, if any of you have an area of “expertise”, interest or
hobby that you would like to share, Scots related or not, just let us
know. We welcome all ideas! Don‟t forget that ALL of our meetings
are a potluck affair with the meeting to follow the dinner.

Several of you have volunteered for tent duty at the Sonora Celtic
Faire and I thank you greatly. I will have the schedule out shortly and
One more thing – I ask all of you to
emailed to those who have volunteered. More members are always
keep Ruth Sinclair in your thoughts
welcome to help out so that all may enjoy the festivities. Don‟t forand prayers as she battles cancer one get the Saturday, 2 PM social at the tent, and bring a snack to share.
more time. She is scheduled for
If there are any questions on this please get back to me at stusurgery March 1st, and is anticipating a art@volcano.net or call 209-304-3821. BTW, there are ten bands/
long, slow recovery. She brings
music groups slated to play at the Faire; music for all to enjoy. Go to
www.sonoracelticfaire.com and see all the entertainment that is to
so much joy to all with her warmth,
be had, ranging from Jousting, Scottish Heavy Athletics, re-enactment
gentleness and angelic voice. Let us
show our appreciation and care with groups, vendors, pipe bands, etc., etc. See you there for a fun filled
weekend!!!!

our good wishes.

Honoring my pledge to 'make it better', I encourage your participation.
I cannot do it alone. Outsiders enjoy
our events. But members make
these events happen. Our meetings
are for you to participate in the planning of these events. But they are not
all work and no play. There is plenty
of fellowship and good food to enjoy. We even added some dinner music –I played guitar and sang some
Scottish tunes. That's what I can
do. What can you do? Looking forward to a gathering of more than 6 at
our May meeting.
“Make it better...”
Chief Jack Magee

The Mother Lode Scots Kirkin‟ „o the Tartan is set for Sunday, April
15th, 9:30 AM, at the Jackson United Methodist Church. Please come
out and join in this time honored event that brings you back to your
Scottish roots and celebrates the 692nd signing of the Declaration of
Arbroath on April 6, 1320. A luncheon will be served following the
service in the church meeting room.
The Sacramento Caledonian Club‟s Games in Woodland are two
weeks after the Kirkin‟. Plan to be there, as these games are very
friendly and entertaining, with plenty to offer for two days.
Again, the Mother Lode Scots‟ library is at your disposal. You may go
online to view the different selections. If a book strikes your fancy let
me know, and I will bring it to the next meeting or event for your
reading pleasure! Go to the MLS web site, click on Members/
Publication/Library.
Yours Aye, agus slainte mhor!
Stuart McNaughtan
Vice-Chief/Treasurer

VOLUME

16,

ISSUE

2

PAGE

3

Flowers of the Forest….. Dennis W. Bedford

In Memory of a Gentleman We Shall All
Miss, Dennis W. Bedford 1929 – 2012
The British and Scottish communities of the Greater Bay Area, in fact of the whole of California, were
greatly saddened to hear that Dennis Bedford passed from this life on Saturday, January 28th.
Dennis was not only a gentleman in every sense of the word, but a truly gentle man who was kind, compassionate, gracious and charitable, not just in his relationships with individuals but in a broader sense
through the many fundraising activities he was involved in for numerous charitable organizations
throughout his life.
Dennis, so well known as the proprietor of The Ministry of Food, or better yet as “the bangerman”,
where he and his wife Bette first catered to a Highland games venue at the 1976 Caledonia Club Scottish Games when it was still held in Santa Rosa. Since then Dennis, Bette and their staff have been the
prime source for bangers and Celtic rolls at most of the Highland games, Celtic events and motor club
rallies held in California and at times out of state.
Dennis, London born, the eldest of six sons, served in the RAF and was stationed in Singapore as an
aircraftsman. After two years in the RAF he became a toolmaker. Dennis immigrated to Hamilton, Ontario and later moved to Connecticut, working for the Pratt and Whitney machine tool company. Two
years later he joined Varian Associates in Palo Alto. In 1965 Dennis made a major career change when
he became Activities Director for the British American Club (BAC). At that time the organization had a
membership of 75,000 in California. It was while working for BAC that Dennis met Bette who was
working there as an accountant. They were married in 1974 when Dennis had become Tour Director
for the BAC. For a time Dennis and Bette operated a retail shop “The Ministry of Food” on Saratoga
Avenue. In 1980, Dennis under the auspices of the BAC started the Burns Night celebrations which
were held at Napredak Hall in San Jose for a number of years. This event was very popular, catering to
over 300 guests at a time and providing funds for a number of charities.
A couple of years ago Dennis was diagnosed as having Parkinson‟s Disease. Throughout this period
Dennis had staunchly battled this wasting illness of which he finally succumbed. We are all much saddened. We shall miss Dennis and his ready smile and greeting. I join with all of you in offering Bette our
sincere condolences and expression of sympathy. In lieu of flowers it is requested that donations be
made to:
The Parkinson‟s Institute and Clinical Center, 675 Almanor Avenue,
Sunnyvale, CA 94085-2924, (408) 734-2800 http://www.thepi.org/ .
A remembrance gathering will be held, probably in March. Details will be announced.
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Nancy’s Notes
And a Happy Saint Patrick’s Day to one and all! February
was a quiet month, so I will not have any photos to post in
this issue. But we have many events on the horizon, and I
look forward to attending these events and photographing
them for the enjoyment of all. And of course, I enjoy getting back together with my MLS friends after the long winter hiatus.
The first event is the Sonora Celtic Faire from March 9-11. MLS will have a tent
available, and will be hosted by Vice Chief/Treasurer Stuart and his wife Beth.
This year he is asking for members to volunteer to help with the tent, so please
volunteer so they can enjoy the games/faire too.
I hope everyone has had had a chance to check out the website to see the changes
Marilyn has incorporated. In addition to the ads from our sponsors and members,
she has included a list of members who are hospitalized. And if members have
family members who are hospitalized, please let us know. We would like to include the information on the website, so folks will have the opportunity to visit,
email, and/or send cards to those who are in need.
Thanks to P/C Kevin for his submissions to this month’s issue of ―Wee Tidings.‖
Until next month! Erin go Braugh!

Happy Birthday TO

Fraser West, March 1
Cindy Ferguson, March 6
Richard Scheiber, March 14
Madeleine & Chloe Lockhart-Hedge, March 16
Bev Linklater, March 18
Bob Edmiston, March 30

Happy Anniversary TO

Teddy & Fraser West, March 1
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The MLS Entrepreneurial Page

Kaila Orion Editing
Nancy Gray, Writer/Editor
1538 St. Charles #16
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-1601 (home)
(510) 541-1601 (cell)
Kailaorion@aol.com
APA and Chicago Style Publication Manuals

Please support our club, our members, and our sponsors!
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2012 Sonora Celtic Faire

The 26th Annual Sonora Celtic Faire is going to be held in the Fairgrounds from
March 9—11. Stuart and Beth McNaughtan will host the MLS tent, and they plan
to hold a social on Saturday at 2:00.
Always a fun way to begin the year, the event has a variety of activities: from
jousters charging on huge draft horses, to the sounds of great Celtic Music, it has
it all. And for those who enjoy Celtic Music, this year’s entertainers include the
Wicked Tinkers, Stand Easy, Black Irish Band, the 1916 Irish Band, and Golden
Bough, to name a few.
So, come one, come all, to the 26th Annual Sonora Celtic Faire. For ticket information check their website at http://sonoracelticfaire.com.

6

VOLUME

16,

ISSUE

2

PAGE

Kirkin’ ‘o the Tartan
April 15, 2012
9:30 am
Jackson United Methodist Church
Jackson, California

The Christmas Tartan
Registration Date: 2 February 2012
Designer: Ina Murison-McGowan
Copyright held by Tartans 4 Africa, SA
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www.motherlodescots.com
Chief
Vice Chief
Secretary
Treasurer
Sgt. At Arms & Club Piper
Editor Wee Tidings
Webmaster
Membership Committee

Jack Magee
Stuart McNaughtan
Paulette Magee
Stuart McNaughtan
Bob Edmiston
Nancy Gray
Marilyn McDanel
Every Member Bring a friend or relative to each of the
events!

Mother Lode Scots
P. O. Box 45
Pine Grove, CA 95665

Chief@motherlodescots.com
Vice_Chief@motherlodescots.com
Secretary@motherlodescots.com
Treasurer@motherlodescots.com
SgtAtArms@motherlodescots.com
Editor@motherlodescots.com
Webmaster@motherlodescots.com
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