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Calendar 

January 14—5:00pm  

Burns Dinner,  Fiddle-

town 

January 18-6:30pm Gen-

eral Meeting, Jackson 

January 

Burns 

Dinners: 

 

 

January 8, Daughters of 

Scotia, Sacramento,  k-

alba@sbcglobal.net 

January 14, Beinn Celts, 

Auburn (530) 346-2196 

January 20-22, Robbie 

Burns Weekend, Napa, 

CedarGablesInn.com 

January 21, Gold Country 

Celtic Society, Nevada City 

(530) 272-1316 

January 25, Yountville, 

(707) 944-2345 

January 28, St. Andrew’ s 

Society of Sacramento, 

Sold Out 

January 28, Shasta Celtic 

Society,  Redding   

pc@shastacelts.org 

January 28, Nevada Society 

of Scottish Clans, Reno 

January 28, Honolulu Burns 

Night, Honolulu 

January 28, Kern Country 

Scottish Society, Bakers-

field, www.kernscot.com 

January 28, South Bay 

Celtic Society, Mountain 

View 

www.southbayscots.org 

January 28, PBFSCO Burns 

Supper, Pleasanton 

www.pbfsco.org 

January 29, Modesto St. 

Andrew’s Society  

dinners, and there are quite a 

few in the area.  Of course our 

own MLS Burns dinner is again 

hosted by the McDanels‟, and 

has a very nice enrollment 

now.  I can tell you that Marilyn 

began working on the menu 

many months ago while out at 

sea, between waves she was 

attempting to buy fish long dis-

tance via shortwave radio.  I 

think the fish was Bob‟s idea. 

Over my way in Nevada City, 

one week later on the 21st, will 

be the Burns dinner hosted by 

the Gold Country Celtic Soci-

ety, and it is a major produc-

tion.  As the Mother Lode 

Scots faced some years ago, 

GCCS also found that it is ex-

tremely difficult to hold the 

ticket price within a figure that 

people can tolerate.  The vari-

ous meeting halls all want more 

money for the night‟s rent, the 

caterers – if still in business – 

have raised their prices quite a 

bit, entertainers need more 

money just to cover their travel 

and lodging, and so on.  We are 

quite fortunate to have Carl 

and Marilyn share their home 

to help contain the cost within 

a reasonable figure that many 

can afford.  

Wow – Christmas!  And 65 

degrees at that!  What a 

bizarre (and nice) winter we 

have been enjoying so far, 

but certainly not „Scotland 

weather‟ that we often joke 

about.  On the other hand 

member Malcolm Cardin 

recently watched the roof 

blow off his neighbor‟s 

house!  At the same time I 

am still riding motorcycles 

through the mountain roads 

in late December, dressed 

lightly since it isn‟t 

cold.  And Jack Magee 

should be working 24 hours 

a day driving a snow plow by 

now, but instead he is driv-

ing his convertible with the 

top down.  Strange indeed. 

And so many activities this 

time of year, both with our 

MLS group and in our indi-

vidual lives.  I have had to 

miss many due to some 

travel constraints, including 

the recent MLS Christmas 

party hosted by Carl and 

Marilyn McDanel, so I am 

very happy I made it to the 

Candlelight walk in Vol-

cano.  Still to come are the 

various Robert Burns  

It‟s a pity that as many people 

are faced with dramatically 

reduced income they are also 

faced with increased costs of 

living, and worse when this 

hits us in our pleasure/

pastime pursuits such as our 

Celtic activities.  The San 

Francisco Caledonian Club 

somehow managed to hold, 

and even turn back, the ad-

vance ticket price for the 

Pleasanton Games these past 

couple of years (cheers to 

them!), and I have heard many 

people say that made a big 

difference in their decision 

whether to attend.  No word 

yet what to expect for 2012. 

As is the case this time of 

year we also have our club 

elections for the next year‟s 

slate of officers.  New first 

time Chief Jack Magee awaits 

his coronation (I wonder if 

he‟ll sing…), and congratula-

tions to Jack.  Stuart – you 

may have heard his name 

around – will serve a dual 

role as Vice Chief and Treas-

urer.  Stuart seems to be hav-

ing fun getting our financial 

books in a certain state of 

computerized formalization,  

cont….pg 2 
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cont from pg 1…. 

and he wants another year to continue with that effort, to which I say Bravo! Paulette Magee 

and Bob Edmiston will continue in their respective roles as Secretary and Sergeant-At-

Arms.  Thanks to both for their continued efforts. 

While the following two roles are not elected positions it is significantly important that we 

recognize the efforts, and renewed 2012 commitments, of two people providing very valuable 

service to the club.  Nancy Gray and Marilyn McDanel serve respectively as Editor of the Wee 

Tidings, and as Mistress of the Web (webmaster) of our MLS web site.  Both roles require a 

lot of effort, and specialized knowledge, and are invaluable to us as a primary means of com-

munication.  Thank you ladies! 

I selected our guest contributor this month because it is timely – he will be piping at our MLS 

Burns Dinner.  Some of you may know Chuck Jamison as Chief of the Sacramento Caledonian 

Society.  Some of you may know Chuck from hearing his piping, either as a soloist, in a band, 

or as part of a military honor guard.  Some of you may know Chuck as convener for Clan 

Gunn.  Some may not know Chuck!  But he has been around and very active in our Scottish 
activities for many years, both out front in the public eye as well as behind the scenes.  I re-

cently asked him to write a little piece about the upcoming Woodland Games.  

Happy New Year to all!  

Yours Aye, Chief Kevin 
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Flowers of the Forest….. Past Chief Jock McLeod Thebaut 

 

Jock was two years shy of becoming a centurion but he had enough 

adventures and accomplishments to fill two centuries. He was a 

combatant of the Great Depression, a World War II naval fighter, 

an educator for troubled youth, an historic-minded business patron 

of the arts, a founding member of the Mother Lode Scots, and a community icon with an in-

credible love for learning. 

He was born in Kansas City, Missouri, and grew up traveling with a military family around the 

U.S. In 1930, shortly after marrying Muriel, he was hired as an educational advisor for the Civil-

ian Conservation Corps. He lead groups of young men, who would have otherwise been unem-

ployed due to the Depression, on huge forest management and res-

toration missions in Yellowstone and Death Valley. 

When World War II enveloped the U.S. Jock answered the call of 

duty, joining the Navy and soon thereafter commanding a U.S. Navy 

Armed Guard unit on a Liberty Ship run-

ning perilous missions through the Coral 
Sea. The ship eventually came under heavy 

attack from Japanese bombers in Oro Bay, 

off the coast of New Guinea, forcing the 

then, 29-year-old commander to direct his 

navy riflemen and 20mm machine gunners 

to throw a volley of lead into the sky as 

their only hope for survival. The ship survived the attack and he was 

eventually reunited in California with his wife Muriel. 

At the end of the war Jock was hired as an educator and parole agent 

at the Pine Grove Youth Conservation Camp, moving to Volcano in 

1948 where they started their family. 

In 1954 Jock and Muriel bought a stone Gold Rush-era saloon on the 

outskirts of Fiddletown that was slated for destruction. They moved the historic walls to Vol-

cano and rebuilt it as one of the most admired structures in town, the Jug and Rose Building, 

where they ran a popular social hub for years. 

Both Jock and Muriel were instrumental in Chaw‟se Indian Grinding Rocks becoming a state 

park, creating a stylish art gallery in Volcano, buying and restoring the Cobblestone Theatre and 

helping foster a young Volcano Theatre Company in 1973, eventually donating the building to 

Volcano Theatre Company. 

Jock also worked to keep his own heritage of art and music alive in the foothills. In 1979 he 

helped form Mother Lode Scots. He served as chief in 1992 and was referred to as “Our Senior 

Chief.” In 2000 he was knighted in a ceremony in Volcano. 
 

 

 

Past Chiefs’ Photo:  Jock 

Thebaut, Stuart McNaughtan, 

Scottie Carr, Larry Oliphant, 

and Carl McDanel. 

PC Jock Thebaut poses with 

his daughter, MLS member 

Ann Thebaut, during last 

years’s Burns Dinner. 
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Happy New Year everyone! I hope everyone had a great 

Christmas and New Year. Sean and I flew to Illinois to visit 

my soon to be 95-year-old mother and my sister. Had a 

great time with family members, and great weather too. 

 

As MLS starts the New Year, we look forward to the first 

item on the agenda, the Burns Dinner at Carl and Marilyn‟s. 

I am looking forward to attending my first ever Burns Din-

ner, and hope everyone had a chance to make their reser-

vations to attend this yearly event.  For those of you who 

have not made your reservation for the Burns Dinner, time 

is running out, it‟s only a week away.  We have some ex-

cellent entertainment lined up and it‟s unlike any we‟ve had 

in the past. And we‟ll have a live auction  

 
In addition, this issue‟s calendar items cover the Burns Dinners that are going to be held 

throughout NORCAL and elsewhere. I have posted the POC web and/or phone numbers 

(when available) for those who may be interested in attending any of these events. 

 

Congratulations to our new Chief, Jack Magee; Vice Chief/Treasurer Stuart McNaughtan; Sec-

retary Paulette Magee; and Sgt-at-Arms/Piper Bob Edmiston. They will be installed during the 

general meeting on the 18th.  At that time, they should also firm up this year‟s calendar. 

 

Thanks to Marilyn McDanel and Sharon Showalter for the photos of the Volcano Candlelight 

Walk. 

 

                                                                     Nancy Gray 
 

  

 
 

           Happy BirtHday tO ………….. 
 

Dorrance McLean, January 3rd 

Joe Sinaguglia, January 7th 
 

Nancy’s Notes  
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         The Guest Contributor’s Column 
                         By Chief Chuck Jamison, Caledonian Club of Sacramento 

I have just returned from a couple of weeks with 

Clan Gunn in New Zealand.  Most of the popula-

tion there is connected to a Maori group as well 

as their European ancestors; a great deal of whom 

were Scots. 

Since I am now associated with the Ngati Awa 

tribe in Whakatane, through my Clan Gunn asso-

ciation, I will share with you the traditional open-

ing that Maoris use in all of their ceremonies.   

First you mention your connection to the peo-

ple.  Second you mention your connection to the 

land.  Third you mention your spiritual connec-

tion and fourth you mention your individual con-

nection. 

Welcome and let me share with you the best 

wishes for the upcoming holidays.  As chief of 

your neighboring Sacramento Caledonian Society, 

I truly hope all of you will have good experiences 

as you visit with friends, family, and new acquaint-

ances during the winter celebrations. Since most 

of us live in the Sacramento Valley area, our 

mountains are yours, the Sierra Nevada, one of 

the most beautiful mountain ranges in the world, 

full of history and memories for most of us.  Our 

rivers are the Sacramento and American Riv-

ers.  Their water provides life for us as well as 

beauty.  It is our responsibility to do what we can 

to protect them.  I believe that we are all con-

nected by something greater than our-

selves.  Connected to the world we live in as well 

as to each other.  Finally, my people came to this 

country from Ireland and before that from Scot-

land and probably from Norway before 

that.  They moved over several generations from 

Pennsylvania to Kentucky to Indiana.  My grandfa-

ther brought his family to California where my 

father was born as was I.   

There you have it.  I truly believe that if we re-

mind ourselves of our connections now and then, 

we will be better able to make positive decisions 

about what is best for us, our families, and our 

world.   

You may know that our Sacramento Caledonian Society 

hosts the annual Woodland Games, and 2012 is no excep-

tion.  The Woodland Games will return to the last weekend 

of April in 2012, the 28th and 29th.  We pride ourselves on 

putting on the friendly games and have something for every-

one.  Scottish Heavy Athletics, Highland dancing, bagpipe 

bands and solo contests, Scottish animals, country dancing, 

Celtic rock and roll, history and Gaelic talks, and food and 

beverages and more.  We believe we will have over sixteen 

pipe bands for the closing ceremonies and will again be hold-

ing a world champion drum major contest.  Tickets will be 

available online at www.saccallie.org as well as details for 

schedules, camping, etc. 

I truly do wish you all the best of the season.  Have a wonder-

ful Christmas and New Year.  Share the season and don’t let 

the spirit of it be diminished by the small frustrations of the 

day. 

Yours aye, 

Cheers 

Chuck Jamison 

Chief, Callie Club of Sacramento 

Commissioner, Clan Gunn, N California 

http://www.saccallie.org
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  Volcano Candlelight Walk 
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 MLS Christmas Party 
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